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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 6-1 1 , 1 6, 1 7 and 1 9-36, drawn to a composition comprising a 
reaction product of an isocyanurate, a hydroxyaikyi carbamate, an 
aldehyde and monohydric alcohol(s); and a reactive groups-containing 
polymer, classified in class 525, subclass 440. 

II. Claims 12-15 and 18, drawn to the composition of Group I further 
comprising an auxiliary crosslinking agent, classified in class 525, 
subclass 124. 

III. Claims 37-39, drawn to the composition of Group I further comprising an 
additional polyol, classified in class 525, subclass 125. 

Inventions I and (II or III) are related as mutually exclusive species in an 
intermediate-final product relationship. Distinctness is proven for claims in this 
relationship if the intermediate product is useful to make other than the final product 
(MPEP § 806.04(b), 3rd paragraph), and the species are patentably distinct 
(MPEP § 806.04(h)). In the instant case, the intermediate product is deemed to be 
useful as an adhesive and the inventions are deemed patentably distinct since there is 
nothing on this record to show them to be obvious variants: 
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Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions anticipated by the 
prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
of the other invention. 

The further presence of the auxiliary crosslinking agent of Group II and the polyol 
of Group III introduces a materially different reactive component which alters the 
characteristics of the cured product. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species of the claimed invention: 

The reactive groups-containing polymers. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Cun-ently, clainns 6-39 are generic. 

A reply to this requirement must include an identification of the species that is 
elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable thereon. 
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including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim Is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponslve unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or cieariy admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either Instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

During a telephone conversation with Deborah Altman on May 1 8, 2005, 
a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I 
and an acrylic polyol as the reactive groups-containing polymer, claims 6-1 1, 16, 17 
and 19-36. Claims 12-15, 18 and 37-39 are withdrawn from further consideration under 
37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to non-elected inventions. 
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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Sliould the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Deborah Altman on May 18, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Specification, page 1 , refening to the preliminary amendment filed 
February 5, 2004, after "May 16, 2002" insert-. U.S. Patent No. 6,716,953--. 

Cancel claims 1 2-1 5, 1 8 and 37-39. 

Replace the abstract with the following new presented on a separate page since 
it is not in the form of a single paragraph. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art to Sellet Patent No. 3,491 ,067 discloses the reaction product 

of an aldehyde (col. 1 , lines 64-69) with a polyurethane resin (col. 1 , line 69 to 

col. 2, line 1) derived from hydroxyethyl carbamate, a hydroxyl-terminated compound 

such as a monohydric alcohol (col 8, lines 34-37 and 46-49) with a polyisocyanate as 

opposed to the claimed isocyanurate. The claimed isocyanurate is chemically and 

functionally distinct from the polyisocyanate of Sellet. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 

"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert Sellers whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-1093. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 
9:30 to 6:00. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at ^ , 

(866) 21 7-91 97 (toll-free). // J\/ J // / 




Robert Sellers 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1712 



rs 

5/23/2005 
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Abstract of the Disclosure 
A reaction product is useful as a crosslinking agent for polymers having 
functional groups reactive with the reaction product such as hydroxy!, carboxylic acid, 
amide, thiol, urea, carbamate and/or thiocarbamate groups, wherein the polymer 
includes an acrylic, polyester, polyether and/or polyurethane. The reaction product is 
derived from a) a polyisocyanate or polyisocyanurate, b) a hydroxyalkyi carbamate, 
c) an aldehyde and d) at least one monohydric alcohol. 



